[ 388] 

II. A Letter from John Byrom M A. 

F. R. 8. to the President, containing fome 

Remarks on Mr. TeakeV Plan for Short- 
i 

X Xctllvi • 

Honoured Sir, 
Read June 23. A S it has been fuggeftcd to me, that I 
1748. xx ^ ouI< i ta ^e fome notice of the 

Plan for a Short-Hand by S. Jeake Efquire, which 
was lately * read before us at the Royal Society, I 
take the Liberty of addrefTing to you the following 
Remarks upon it 5 being obliged to thank you for 
the public Teflimony which you were pleas'd to 
give, on that Occafion, in favour of the Method 
which I had the Pleafure of communicating to you; 
and which, in. your Judgment, confirm'd by the 
Experience of many other Gentlemen who have 
learn'd it, appears fuffickntly to be pcrfc&ed to 
Demonstration. 

In the Paper read before us it is inferr'd from the 
continual Succeffion of new Short-Hands, that none 
of them were conftrufted upon right Principles, 
which, in the Opinion of the Propoier of this Plan, 
are briefly thefe ; 

1. There are in Nature but 8 fimplc Chara&crs, 
<viz. 4 rectilinear ones, (I — /I in) and 4 crooked 
or femicircular ( n ^ 3 c)- 

2. To avoid the Ambiguity and Confufion that 
muft arife from the Ufc of compound Characters, 
a perfect Short-Hand (hould confift of thefe S fimplc 
ones only. 

3. But whereas there are 3 times as many Letters 
or more) in the common Alphabet, the Cbnfc- 

quence 



* See PbiU Tranf* n, 4S7, p, ^5* 
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quence is, that one Chara&er muft ferve for one, 
two, three, or four Letters j as their Frequency of 
Occurrence, or Affinity to each other, {hall fuggeft. 

4* From thefe Suppofitions, amongft a Variety 
of Alphabets that would equally anfwer his Inten- 
tion, refults the following, which (omitting, as need- 
kfs, the Letters <#, e 7 /, 0, h) he propofes for the 
Plan of a perfect Short-Hand \ and computes, with 
great Exa&nefs, that it may be written in lefs than 
one Quarter of the Time that common Long- Hand 
will require. 

"The Alphabet. 

/ — • *\ 1 € 3 n u | 

dt* Ir. mn. ww.- csxz. bfp. cgkq. y 

This, Sir, with a Specimen of the Lord's Prayer, 
as written in it, is the Whole of his Plan 5. which, 
as far as it goes, might have a plaufible Appearance 
to a Gentleman, at the firft^Turn of his Thought 
towards Short-Hand 1 but a little practical Attention 
muft have fhown him how liable it was to the very 
Obje&ion that he intended to remedy, viz. Am- 
biguity., 

The firft Mark, for inftance (L), in this fhort Speci- 
men, (lands for thefe 4 feveral Words which occur 
in it, viz. cur, will, evil* ever s and forty more 
that one might enumerate, muft, whenever they 
occur, be reprefented by it 5 not to mention how 
often it muft occafion Ambiguity in the Beginning, 
Middle, or End of a longer Word, or Marks, 
whereof it is a conftituent Part only. 

Now, though in the Lord's Prayer it is eafy, or 

in cafual Writing one of his Learning and Saga- 

4 city 
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city might be able, by a long Familiarity with the 
Characters, to determine the Senfe of what was 
written in them, yet it is evident, that, to common 
Learners, a Difficulty fo perpetually occurring muft 
appear infupcrahle. 

The Poitulatum, likewife, which this Plan for 
Short-Hand is grounded on, is taken up too expe- 
ditioufly 5 for, there being, in Nature, 4 rectilinear 
Strokes, the horizontal, the perpendicular, and the 
acute, and grave (if 1 may fo call them) 5 it is mani- 
fest, by InfpeCtion, that from thefe 4 Directions 
there will arife, at leaft, 8 curvilinear Characters, as 
each of the flrait ones admits diftiadtly of 2 oppo- 




ftte Curves ( — ) J ( J / \ v j and there is 




no abfolute Neceffity that any of them ftiould be al- 
ways femicircular 5 a Shape that, for the moft com- 
modious Combination of fimple Characters, is in fact 
much oftencr inconvenient than otherwife. 

The Alphabet then of fimple Characters may be 
fairly enlarged by one third ; and Room be alfo 
left for the Fancy of an Inventor to extend it far- 
ther, if he ftiould find it convenient upon the 
Whole. 

I fay, upon the Whole ; for the worft Short -Hand 
may happen to exprefs a few particular Words bet- 
ter than the beft 5 and arbitrary Marks for Words or 
Sentences may be often fhorter than regular ones : 
But this is no Inducement to write, in one Cafe, 
by a bad Method, and in the other, by none at all. 

Another Oversight, in this Plan, is the NegleCt 
of Beauty and Linearity ; though the Simplicity of 

its 
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its Chara&ers does not, perhaps, admit of fuch enor- 
mous Scrawling as others may. 

For, to inftancc again in the Specimen; fuppofc 

the Mark for the Word Temptation < which ex- 

preffes a vaft Variety of different Combinations of 
Confonants, to be limited, by a previous Know- 
ledge of the Language, to that Word only, yet, after 
all, it is a very aukward one ; and ought, by a com- 
mon Short-Hand Rule of leaving out fuch Confo 
nantsas are not founded (as the ^> is not in Tempta- 
tion) to have been form'd in another Manner (^\) 
wherein the Beauty and Linearity, and, of courfe, 
the Brevity of the Mark would have been prefcrv'd. 

But Emendations of this Nature would, I doubt, 
in many Cafes, which continued writing upon this 
Hypothecs muft exhibit, be utterly impracticable. 

In fhort, this Gentleman fet out upon right Prin- 
ciples, which many hap- hazard Undertakers have 
but little confidcr'dj but he had not Leifurc enough, 
perhaps, to examine them to the Bottom ; as was 
the Cafe with Dr. Green of Cambridge (he that 
wrote the Greenian Thilofophy, as he calls it), who 
form'd aShort-Hand for his own privateUic,upon much 
the fame Plan and Principles. He gave me one of 
his Sermons in it; and, upon Suggeftion of the Ad- 
vantages that he might have taken, he faid, that for 
want of Time to confidcr of his Scheme more tho- 
roughly, when he firft adopted ir, he had over- 
looked them. 

A perfedt Short -Hand, I fuppofe, would be a So- 
lution of fomc fuch Problem as this : Cc A Lan- 
guage being given, to aifign the moft compendious 

y ff "Method 
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*< Method of-cxprefling it readily, and legibly, by an 
u Alphabet ? and Rules,thc beft adapted to thatPurpofe." 

How eafy foever the general Principles of fuch a 
Method may appear to be, there is a deal of Nicety 
required to put them in Execution : An exad Atten- 
tion to continual Trials and Amendments is necef- 
fary to afcertain the Preference amongft an infinite 
Variety of Difpofitions, which Inventors may felcft, 
and throw their Chara&ers into. So that it is no 
Wonder, that Co many Publifhers of new Short- 
Hands content themfelves merely with Newnefs, or 
at moft with fome ftiil impcrfett Meliorations of 
foregoing Attempts. 

This Gentleman proceeds no farther than to make 
an Alphabet for his Plan* ; but muft be fcnfible, that, 
were it never fo complete a one, many compendious 
Applications of it might be obtain'd by a proper 
Enquiry into the Nature of our Language (the moft 
happily fufceptible of this Art of any) and the Ab- 
brcviations which it admits of, very intelligibly, in 
Writing. 

And, in his Alphabet, he entirely omits the Let- 
ter h (which is often wanted), and the Vowels a y 
e, z, 0, and yet retains -the Vowel u, which is cer- 
tainly as necdlcfs as any of the reft: But as a fingle 
Point, in five diftincc Situations, would have pro- 
vided for them all alike, he might as well have 
added that to his Plan, in order to exprefs any par- 
ticular Vowel, upon Occafion 3 becaufe it would 

not 



* Mr. Jeake only offers his Plan as the mere Elements of a 
Short-hand, leaving it to every Practitioner to build upon his Foun- 
darion, as they (hall judge neceffary from Practice : He retains the 
*, becaufe it often ftands for v or ve or w, C. M. 
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not have hurt his Alphabet; and becaufe the Read- 
ing of his Short-Hand without any Vowels at all, is 
fo extremely difficult. 

For, as one of his ftrait Strokes ( \ ) muft (land 
for the Words am, an, in 7 on, no, me, him, home, 
&c. and one of his crooked ones (c) for as, is, us, 
fo, has, his, eafe, ice, ufe, ax, ox, &c. and fo of 
the reft; he would himfclf, in all Probability, be 
often at a Lofs to diftinguifh what he had written, 
upon his own Plan *. 

The Confonants j and v he has taken no notice 
of; as if the common Way of repeating 24 Letters 
did really give a juft Idea of an Alphabet; which it 
does not 5 nor can a perfeft Short-Hand for our Lan- 
guage (or any other refpe&ively) well be plann'd, 
without considering the real Alphabet, or Table of 
every particular Sound, or Modification of Sound ; 
that is to fav. Vowel or Confonant which occurs 
in it ; and then adjufting the proper Characters to 
them, and taking all the Advantages that either 
Nature or Cuftom may afford. 

I do not recoiled, that any Author has ever en- 
tered into fuch a Difquifition with a View" to Short- 
Hand ; but, with a View to other Advantages, many 
different Accounts have been given of a real or uni~ 
vcrfal Alphabet; feveral of them by eminent Mem- 
bers of the Royal Society : That proposed by Mr. 
Lod^ick, in particular, is publifh'd in the Tranfl 
K°. 182. but might, I think, be redue'd into left 

Compafs, 



* Vowels may be known to be antecedent or confecuenr, by the 
M^ being wrote above or below the Lin- of Level : e.g. C a s, c/a; 
v am, \ ma : The Ambiguities in many of thefe Words are not fm~ 
portanr, viz. as, has, is, his, vfe> us. * $ t y % 
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Compafs, and fct in a plainer Light 5 and if it be 
agreeable, I t fhall, on this Occafion attempt to doit. 

In the mean time, Sir, it will not, I hope, be 
thought impertinent in me to offer the fe Remarks 
upon the Plan that has been laid before us, of an 
Art which I have taken fo much Pains to cultivate, 
and bring to that Perfeftion which my firft and lafl: 
Intention of introducing one common Standard, for 
the general Practice of it, requir'd. 

If I have fucceeded, Gentlemen will, I perfuade 
myfelf, concur to facilitate the Defign 5 which tho' 
the Accidents of Life, at a Diftance from this Place, 
have hitherto retarded, I am intent upon accom- 
plifhing to the utmoft of my Power* 

I thank you, Sir, for the many Marks of Friend- 
fhip which you have fhown me, and am 

Tour obliged humble Servant* 

J. Byrom. 

Ill ^Part of two Letters from Mr.B. Cooke 
F.R.S* to Mr. Peter Collinfbn F.R.S. con- 
cerning the fparkling of Flanel, andjhe 
Hair ^Animals in the dark 

Newport, Ijle of WighttVlzy \y. 1748, 

T^ear CouJin % 

Reaa [June 23, y FANCY at laft this Sparkling of the 
174°' j^ Hzrxl * 3 and fuch-Jike Bodies, will be 

found to be quite electrical ; And it is pollible, I 

conceive 
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